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November 24, 2025

ACIP Secretariat 
ACIP Meeting
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
1600 Clifton Road NE, Mailstop H21-12 
Atlanta, Georgia 30329-4027


Submitted electronically via regulations.gov

Re: Meeting of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices [Docket No. CDC-2025-0783]

Dear Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices Members: 

The Academy of Managed Care Pharmacy (AMCP) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Meeting of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP).

AMCP is the nation’s leading professional association dedicated to increasing patient access to affordable medicines, improving health outcomes, and ensuring the wise use of healthcare dollars. Through evidence and value-based strategies and practices, AMCP’s nearly 8,000 pharmacists, physicians, nurses, and other practitioners manage medication therapies for the 270 million Americans served by health plans, pharmacy benefit management firms, emerging care models, and government health programs. 

AMCP commends ACIP’s commitment to regularly reviewing the scientific evidence underlying national immunization recommendations. We recognize the importance of maintaining guidance that is both scientifically rigorous and operationally feasible across diverse care settings. In that spirit, we offer the following comments on the Committee’s ongoing consideration of vaccine safety and the hepatitis B vaccine birth-dose recommendation.
Vaccine Safety
AMCP is concerned that the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has begun promoting the outdated, disproven idea that vaccines cause autism[footnoteRef:2] and urges ACIP to avoid the same mistake.  [2:  In a recent webpage update, the CDC indicates that there is no evidence that vaccines do not cause autism. Autism and Vaccines | Vaccine Safety | CDC] 


Vaccines do not cause autism. They prevent illness, protect vulnerable individuals, and save lives every day. Vaccination is one of the most effective public health achievements in history. Diseases that once caused widespread illness, lifelong disability, and premature death have become rare because of strong immunization programs. For more than a quarter of a century, large, well-designed studies conducted around the globe have consistently found no causal link between any vaccine and autism spectrum disorder. The CDC’s recent webpage update is likely to be mistaken as new evidence of risk when, in reality, the underlying science has not changed. Vaccines remain safe, effective, and indispensable to protecting patients and communities. 

Vaccines have prevented millions of hospitalizations, countless deaths, and disease resurgence. The spread of misinformation poses a threat to our communities, especially at a time when measles is resurging globally, preventable disease outbreaks are increasing, and vaccination rates in children and adolescents are declining. Our responsibility is to ensure that public conversations about vaccines remain grounded in fact, not fear. AMCP urges the CDC to restore its long-standing commitment to evidence-based communication and to provide unambiguous reassurance to the public in support of vaccination.

ACIP is a highly respected authority on developing evidence-based vaccine recommendations that inform the decisions of health care professionals, patients, families, and payers. The committee’s rigorous, transparent review process ensures that its guidance is consistently grounded in the most robust and current scientific data. As new research emerges, ACIP has demonstrated a steadfast commitment to updating its recommendations in alignment with the evolving evidence in the best interest of the American people and without regard to political sentiment. AMCP urges ACIP to uphold these high standards to prevent confusion among stakeholders and to maintain public trust in government health agencies.

Hepatitis Vaccine
AMCP supports maintaining the longstanding recommendation for a universal hepatitis B birth dose. Infants who contract hepatitis B at birth or within their first year face a 90% likelihood of developing chronic hepatitis B.[footnoteRef:3] Of those who develop chronic infection, one in four will ultimately die as a result of the disease. Administering the vaccine within 24 hours of birth is the safest, most effective defense against mother-to-child transmission, the leading source of chronic hepatitis B in the United States. Early vaccination ensures robust infant immunity, even when maternal infection affects neonatal immune function,[footnoteRef:4] and has a proven safety record.[footnoteRef:5] [3:  American Academy of Pediatrics. Fact Checked: Hepatitis B Vaccine Given to Newborns Reduces Risk of Chronic Infection. Available at: https://www.aap.org/en/news-room/fact-checked/fact-checked-hepatitis-b-vaccine-given-to-newborns-reduces-risk-of-chronic-infection/ ]  [4:  Lu, H, et al (2023). Effects of hepatitis B virus infection and strategies for preventing mother-to-child transmission on maternal and fetal T-cell immunity. Available at: https://doi.org/10.3389/fimmu.2023.1122048. See also Zhang, L, et al (2014). Effects of hepatitis B immunization on prevention of mother-to-infant transmission of hepatitis B virus and on the immune response of infants towards hepatitis B vaccine. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.vaccine.2014.08.078.]  [5:  Bassily, S, et al (1995). Comparative study of the immunogenicity and safety of two dosing schedules of hepatitis B vaccine in neonates. Available at: https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.1995.53.419.] 

Delaying or omitting the birth dose would place newborns at unnecessary risk, threatening decades of public health progress.[footnoteRef:6] Timely birth-dose vaccination is essential and AMCP urges ACIP to maintain its recommendation with no changes. For these reasons, AMCP urges ACIP to reaffirm the recommendation for a universal hepatitis B birth dose given within 24 hours of birth and to avoid expanding the administration window. Maintaining this timing will support a policy that is evidence-based, equitable, and operationally feasible across different care settings. [6:  Schillie, S, et al (2018). Prevention of Hepatitis B Virus Infection in the United States: Recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices. Available at: https://doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.rr6701a1. See also Oster, NV, et al (2020). Hepatitis B Birth Dose: First Shot at Timely Early Childhood Vaccination. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.amepre.2019.05.005. ] 

Conclusion
Thank you for the opportunity to provide input. AMCP welcomes continued collaboration to support guidance that improves outcomes and protects vulnerable populations. If you have any questions regarding these comments or would like to discuss them further, please contact Vicky Jucelin, Manager of Regulatory Affairs, at vjucelin@amcp.org or (571) 858-5320. 
Sincerely,
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Susan A. Cantrell, MHL, RPh, CAE
Chief Executive Officer
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