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Health Care Change is Coming: Prepare by A ending
the AMCP Managed Care & Specialty Pharmacy
Annual Mee ng, March 27‐30, in Denver

It’s o en said that the only constant in health care is
change itself. At no other me in recent history has
this been truer, with industry‐shaking about‐faces
possibly just around the corner. That’s why the
upcoming AMCP Annual Mee ng the last week of
March is so crucial ‐‐ the one event in 2017 that
brings together the voices of managed care
pharmacy, health care and biopharmaceu cal
innova on to examine best prac ces and get ready
for change.
“It’s incumbent on us as managed care pharmacy
prac oners to be as current as possible in our
profession, and to understand how we ﬁt into the
larger health care ecosystem so we may help guide
the changes ahead,” says AMCP CEO Susan A. Cantrell, RPh, CAE. “This year’s Annual Mee ng will give a endees the
knowledge and tools needed to not only weather upcoming changes, but to actually succeed, both for their
organiza ons and the pa ents they serve.”
The mee ng will come on the heels of a newly installed Trump Administra on and GOP‐controlled Congress, which
have called for repealing and replacing the Aﬀordable Care Act (ACA). AMCP has scheduled a session on the
Administra on and Congress’s plans for health policy changes. What will become of the ACA? What will happen
with FDA user fee agreements? How will the Trump administra on approach the challenge of soaring prescrip on
drug prices? Washington insiders on both sides of the aisle will discuss what’s occurred during the ﬁrst 70 days of
the Trump administra on and what may lie ahead.
“The en re health care sector is grappling with how decisions made in Washington, D.C., could change the status
quo of recent years,” says Mary Jo Carden, AMCP Vice President of Government and Pharmacy Aﬀairs. “Such
considera ons, and the impact any changes would have to pa ent medica on therapy as well as how best to
respond from a managed care pharmacy perspec ve, will overlay many of the discussions at this mee ng.” Read
more.

Members Elect Oﬃcers to AMCP Board of Directors;
2017‐2018 Board Will Be Sworn in at Annual Mee ng

The Academy is delighted to welcome four new members to the 2017‐2018 AMCP Board of Directors. Results of this
fall’s elec on were announced last month. The new oﬃcers are (pictured above from leៅ�) President‐Elect Mitzi Wasik,
PharmD; Treasurer William H. Francis, RPh; and Directors Paul L. Jeﬀrey, PharmD; and Marissa Schlaifer, RPh, MS. All
have a long aﬃlia on with AMCP and are veteran prac oners of managed care pharmacy.
“AMCP is fortunate each year to have such a large pool of talented members who are willing to step into leadership
posi ons,” said AMCP CEO Susan A. Cantrell, RPh, CAE. “Their exper se helps guide AMCP on many levels, and their
dedica on has helped make AMCP into the thriving organiza on it is today. I look forward to working with the new
members in the coming year.”
The new oﬃcers, along with those con nuing their service on the Board, will be sworn in on March 28 at the AMCP
Managed Care & Specialty Pharmacy Annual Mee ng 2017 in Denver. Click here to read pla跀�orm statements from the
new oﬃcers.

AMCP Releases Consensus Recommenda ons
Proposing the Crea on of a Safe Harbor for
Preapproval Informa on Exchange

AMCP has released a set of consensus recommenda ons to allow biopharmaceu cal companies to proac vely share
clinical and economic informa on with popula on health decision makers on emerging therapies in advance of FDA
approval, an area that is signiﬁcantly restricted by current federal laws and FDA regula ons. Over the past several
years, popula on health decision makers have expressed a need for proac vely receiving this informa on in advance
of FDA approval, as long as appropriate safeguards were put into place to prevent this informa on from reaching
unintended en es. The recommenda ons to enable Preapproval Informa on Exchange (PIE) stem from a recent
AMCP partnership forum of stakeholders represen ng managed care, biopharmaceu cal manufacturers, health
economists, academia, providers, pa ents and others. Key among the recommenda ons is that a safe harbor be
created for PIE to allow biopharmaceu cal manufacturers to proac vely share clinical and economic informa on
about emerging therapies with popula on health decision makers at least 12‐18 months prior to FDA approval to
encourage be er decision making. Read more.

Crea ng PIE to Be er Serve Pa ents

Crea ng PIE to Be er Serve Pa ents

Let’s imagine you’re a big city mayor and it’s me to order a new ﬂeet of police cars for next year. Applying due
diligence, you set out to compare various models from a variety of manufacturers. You’ll want to look at new safety
features and advanced technologies as well as basic vehicle specs, such as miles per gallon. And, of course, you want
to know how much the vehicles will cost the city.
Now let’s say all of this informa on is very diﬃcult to obtain. Your staﬀ has to send separate and speciﬁc requests
regarding each item, i.e., the brakes, the bumpers, the windshields, the seatbelts, the MPG, and how much next
year’s models are expected to sell for. Complica ng ma ers, you have to track down diﬀerent execu ves to get each
query answered…and if you forget to ask about the brakes, no one will tell you about the brakes!
Thankfully, researching automobiles is straigh跀�orward because manufacturers can proac vely share this informa on
with consumers on their websites, so you can do a side‐by‐side comparison. Not so with new pharmaceu cals
coming to market. Read more.

Student Chapter Spotlight: University of California San
Francisco

The University of California San Francisco (UCSF) AMCP Student Chapter held its 10th Annual Managed Care
Roundtable in October, allowing students to network and hear from pharmacists with various roles in managed care.
The annual roundtable featured keynote speaker, Dr. Raulo Frear, the immediate Past President of AMCP and current

The annual roundtable featured keynote speaker, Dr. Raulo Frear, the immediate Past President of AMCP and current
West Region Medical Aﬀairs Director for Merck. The evening highlighted the career paths and roles managed care
pharmacists have taken and educated student pharmacists of the poten al career opportuni es within managed care.
UCSF AMCP would like to thank all our managed care pharmacist a endees, including representa ves from Genentech,
Health Net, OptumRX, Blue Shield of California, Dohmen Life Science Services, Novar s, Amgen, Actelion, AstraZeneca,
Otonomy, UC Davis Health, and Kaiser Permanente. The annual roundtable has been UCSF AMCP’s biggest event of the
year and con nues to look forward to providing insight and educa on in managed care pharmacy to student
pharmacists. Read more at AMCP’s Student Pharmacist Center, www.amcp.org/studentcenter/

AMCP Founda on Seeks Student Pharmacists for
Summer Internship Programs

The AMCP Founda on, Pﬁzer, Inc., and Allergan Plc are teaming up to oﬀer 10 learning opportuni es this summer.
Allergan will host two interns in health outcomes research. And Pﬁzer will place a maximum of eight interns at
managed care organiza ons and one at the Founda on (with a focus on research and nonproﬁt leadership). These
10‐week programs help student pharmacists develop career plans in health outcomes, pharmacoeconomics,
managed health care, pharmaceu cal manufacturing or non‐proﬁt/associa on management. The AMCP Founda on
is seeking student pharmacists enrolled in a full‐ me Doctor of Pharmacy degree in an ACPE‐accredited school or
college of pharmacy during the 2016‐2017 school year with an cipated gradua on in 2018 or 2019. Each program
covers housing, travel and other approved expenses. Interns also receive a modest s pend. Visit our website and
apply by Jan. 27. If you have ques ons, please email at contact@amcpfounda on.org.
(Photo: Last year’s Allergan interns with AMCP Founda韫�on Execu韫�ve Director Paula Eichenbrenner)

AMCP Joins Alliance for Safe Online Pharmacies to
Educate Providers About Illegal Online Pharmacies

The Academy is proud to join 15 other na onal nonproﬁt health care organiza ons in raising awareness among the
provider community of illegal online pharmacies and counterfeit medica ons. The Alliance for Safe Online
Pharmacies (ASOP Global) last month launched an educa on campaign to help inform the more than 6 million U.S.
physicians, pharmacists, nurses, nurse prac oners and physician assistants about the risks of their pa ents
obtaining medica ons through illegal online sellers. According to ASOP Global, a recent review of more than 11,000
websites selling prescrip on drugs to U.S. consumers found that roughly 96 percent of sellers were in conﬂict with
U.S. laws. The Alliance’s www.BuySafeRx.pharmacy lets providers, pa ents and caregivers quickly verify whether an
Internet pharmacy website is safe and legal. Read more.

JMCP Launches New Express Publica on Op on for
Authors

The Journal of Managed Care & Specialty Pharmacy (JMCP) is pleased to announce the launch of “Express EPub
Ahead of Print,” a new service for authors wishing to have their accepted ar cles published electronically months
before they appear in the print publica on. Because this op on is only available a er an ar cle is accepted, it has no
inﬂuence on peer‐review or the publica on decision and allows JMCP to maintain the highest standards of review.
Upon receiving the Express EPub request, JMCP editors will expedite the ar cle for publica on within ﬁve weeks on
the JMCP website. It will then be assigned to a subsequent print issue in the journal’s normal queue. Time to print
ranges between four to eight months, and varies based on ar cle volume, themed issues and other factors. Read
more here, or visit www.jmcp.org/expressepub.

AMCP Members Can Tap Growing Number of Online
Educa onal Opportuni es

The Academy con nues to expand its online educa onal oﬀerings. New programs include:
An�retroviral Therapy 2016‐2017 — The Con�nuing Need for Individualized Therapy to Op�mize Outcomes
Among Diverse HIV Pa�ents: In this course, a clinical pharmacist and managed care pharmacist use didac c
informa on and illustra ve cases to explore how formularies can be be er managed to ensure delivery of op mal
care for diverse pa ent popula ons. The program, co‐provided by AMCP and Clinical Care Op ons, is oﬀered free of
charge. For more informa on, click here.
IBD Therapies: Guidance for Managed Care Professionals: Developed through a strategic collabora on between
AMCP and Medscape Educa on, the program provides perspec ve on the clinical and ﬁnancial aspects of medical
treatments for moderate to severe inﬂammatory bowel disease, which increasingly are centered around biologic
agents. The program is designed for formulary decision‐makers in health plans and PBMs. The program includes
downloadable slides, and is CME/CPE cer ﬁed for physicians and pharmacists. The program is oﬀered free of charge;
you will need a Medscape log‐in to par cipate. For more informa on, click here.

NEW: P&T PREP Sheets for Pipeline and New FDA

NEW: P&T PREP Sheets for Pipeline and New FDA
Approved Drug Reviews

The P&T PREP Sheets located here are an interac ve summary of evidence and value content for pipeline and new
FDA‐approved products in support of P&T formulary reviews. P&T Prep Sheets are an cipated to be available 12‐18
months prior to approval; currently there are 14 available with 18 more products to be published within the next
month. Examples of products with P&T PREP sheets currently available are arbaclofen, lixisena de and insulin
glargine, brodalumab, tetrotristat e prate, and deutetrabenazine. Once the product is FDA approved, a PPT
template is also made available to assist further with P&T prepara on. This resource is generated in collabora on
with Dymaxium P&T analysts, pharmacist review, and HEOR experts. Informa on is also provided through
collabora ve content providers: The Reimbursement Advisor, The Medical Le er, Advera Health Evidex, and DRG
Finger p Formulary.

Calling Volunteers: Educa on Session Moderators
Needed at Annual Mee ng

AMCP is seeking pre‐registered member volunteers to moderate con nuing pharmacy educa on (CPE) sessions
during the AMCP Managed Care & Specialty Pharmacy Annual Mee ng 2017. Your par cipa on is very valuable to
the success of the mee ng. Click here to complete the online applica on by Feb. 16.

New from AMCP: Trends in Pharmaceu cal Drug
Pricing Transparency in the US

Prescrip on drug pricing is now at the forefront of policy debates over health care aﬀordability around the country.
This owes in large part to a number of high proﬁle drug pricing increases over the past year; increases which,
alongside the accompanying media ﬁrestorms, have brought pharmaceu cal pricing prac ces squarely into the
spotlight. States and the federal government are both reac ng strongly — 2016 saw a record number of policy
ini a ves aimed at curbing price increases and demanding ﬁnancial explana ons from manufacturers, health plans,
and pharmacy beneﬁt managers (PBMs), o en under the guise of transparency. Nearly half the states saw bills to
curb pharmaceu cal pricing and increase transparency in 2016, with a large number of these states already taking
early and decisive ac on. The comprehensive report "Trends in Pharmaceu cal Drug Pricing Transparency" is your

early and decisive ac on. The comprehensive report "Trends in Pharmaceu cal Drug Pricing Transparency" is your
resource for learning how and where these new policies may aﬀect your business. This new e‐book is now available
in the AMCP Store. AMCP Members receive a 20% discount oﬀ the list price. Order today!

AMCP Seeks Qualiﬁed Candidates to Fill Four Job
Openings

AMCP is accep ng applica ons for candidates to ﬁll four openings. Click on each for a detailed descrip on of the
job:
Vice President of Finance: Leads all ﬁnancial management func ons in the organiza on and is responsible
for all ﬁnancial ma ers for AMCP, the AMCP Founda on, and BBCIC, LLC.
Director of Pharmacy Aﬀairs: Responsible for leading and developing programs and projects to advance
AMCP’s professional and clinical ini a ves that help to ensure aﬀordability of medica on beneﬁts in public
and private health care programs.
Manager of Academic Aﬀairs & New Prac��oner Programs: Develops, implements, and manages the
Academy’s ini a ves related to student pharmacists and new prac oner programs. The incumbent also
par cipates in Pharmacy Aﬀairs projects and ini a ves to develop programs and resources for AMCP
members and other stakeholders.
Development & Communica�ons Intern (AMCP Founda�on): Will learn best prac ces in non‐proﬁt
management, cause marke ng, philanthropy and business development. Networking and interac ng with
stakeholders within the charitable sector, and within managed care pharmacy, will be encouraged.
To apply for any of these posi ons, please email hr@amcp.org.

AMCP Founda on’s 4th Annual 5k for the Future –
Wednesday, March 29, City Park, Denver

Ready! Get Set! Go! The AMCP Founda on’s 5K for the Future Run/Walk is coming to Denver. Make good on your
New Year’s resolu on to get in shape. Take the 5K for the Future challenge and enjoy City Park’s lovely landscaped
acres and incredible views of the The Mile High City skyline and the Rocky Mountain Front Range. Can’t par cipate
in the 5K, but want to get involved? No problem! Here’s how you can support our health and wellness ini a ve:
Support a 5K par cipant. Donate securely online to support the run/walk, a par cipant or a team. NEW! Sleep‐in for
the For the Future! Select the “Sleep‐In” op on and we won’t enroll you in the race – but you can s ll pick up a T‐
shirt at the Annual Mee ng registra on desk. AMCP Founda on 5K for the Future Run and Walk is supported by
Alkermes, Inc. Get team compe on informa on and the course map on our new website, run.amcpfounda on.org.
Sign up when you register for the Annual Mee ng 2017.

PQA Seeks Par cipants for Measures Development
Teams and Panels

The Pharmacy Quality Alliance (PQA) has openings for the 2017 Measures Development Teams (MDTs) and panels
listed below. If you are interested in applying for any of these openings, please send an email with your MDT or
panel of interest, bio, CV, previous work with PQA, and statement of qualiﬁca ons to mcarden@amcp.org by Jan.
20. A er reviewing applicants, AMCP will no fy interested par cipants of the next steps in the applica on process.
Read more.
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