
 

  

AMCP’s Adam Colborn Gives a Legislative, Regulatory, and 
Judiciary Update on Trending Topics in the Pharmacy Space 

Last month, AMCP Nexus 2023 convened thousands of managed care pharmacists in 

Orlando, Florida. Amidst the continuing education sessions and networking opportunities 

at the meeting, Adam Colborn, Director of Government Affairs at AMCP, sat down with 

Managed Healthcare Executive on Oct. 18 to discuss legislative, regulatory, and 

judiciary updates in the managed care pharmacy space. PBM reform legislation, federal 

court rulings on ERISA preemption, and implementation of the Inflation Reduction Act 

were top of mind during the interview. When asked about the IRA’s Medicare 

Prescription Payment Plan (commonly referred to as Out-of-Pocket Smoothing), Colborn 

raised concerns with how Medicare prescription drug plans may react if patients change 

plans or are unable to pay the remainder of their prescription costs under the smoothing 

arrangement. “[The Medicare Prescription Payment Plan] is a good first step but there 

are a lot of questions that still remain to be answered,” Colborn adds.   

 

Watch Part One and Part Two of the interview. 

  

 

  

AMCP Comments on Requirements Related to the Mental 
Health Parity and Addiction Act  

https://d2gtlj04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/W4+113/d2GTLj04/MWfXC_gz9Q5W7cSJjL3nqBGyW5ZD33c55WqsHN2NZZ2z7mt9FW50l5tj6lZ3pPW4Cp13n3_92mSW1RsvJt6b8Z8-W8p8XSC64F0SNW2V-vkm7Y4glZW2DPsps6c_YMCW6H7GyF80PLGnW452HGW7HDC5nW2WVSZm8sXSDDW2P64224lqrJlN1Dr4B2wHnrlW3TVJcb67kQTmW4d79mG3nBXPWW6LrwYy3K_ghkW7kJJWB8RG5hqW1-_qlm7DJvkKVLhL_s7kSjn2W4jBZv41_Dgr0N3wc0K9jcjGDW6ttZ5D8bHX7kN2fk3s3YMY5LW492szx5bsVTMW4CGqWJ6zs0bJW51QYTt4ZmsM1W7bqLS825Whp2W1-LN2C4fR-8dW3g0plR8_31LCW6-Q3LP5TH6yDW8_5B339dmgksW1_6WKP6qQ4zyW3dthTM5D8Nl4W8F-RHR491q-XW6-3y-028pQ2mVrqWMp23NPhLW8Jl3yW5wNvdZN6_YzGYwLVdLW4xGq6K8sk81dW8Gsf2B7pf9S1W2jD2-C2jktcDVXV2Bx7FGhLHW8pr4J05llJHXW5LZBPL8mpm2KW4V8y1Q4bNB1lW7HfV3g1wFLwhW6q0VCs7ytf5zW41_JKw1bhtpXN8GCpZ-pkCmMW6lv8TK4tTf20W2N79Tr2v_l53f2Hl77v04
https://d2gtlj04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/W4+113/d2GTLj04/MWfXC_gz9Q5W7cSJjL3nqBGyW5ZD33c55WqsHN2NZZ4l5nXHsW8wM7ks6lZ3kPW74vh7q3Fbmh3W2vFZZ33p12bkW9d3yhK4whVpNW8kltnt4WxRMJW2K5W_G2Lmjx6V1jHk79fLLjnW8Pv2fc3xXRztVR6T9w6yDm2BW3SNTvS5mz9TKW5f2XYJ4pYr85W25YSQ829q1HjW4QFk8C8cB7KmW6NL0Gx3KQv2CW7SbvDC31X_FrVP0QyC4YxTpZW6sP00x2kQfc7VFt1779cPM3TW4dSFcd4HPwV5W3X2rGl7g3dfKW4NMwg08hNmpbW84zqcm32Sd-cW4Lk1Bj4bGMd-W6Mc4sm93mGmCW8PmQ825xSwB_W8ttZS034kQ-sW9fZZ5f5SZWQzW11sGRm4DjCR1VlJ1QD5Z44Z2W40j2jQ8c6JmZM5h3hXCR3ysW2SGlqN45b7SWW8yNYqN17slF_W12hz0L42fCSDW3RL2XY7tB-gNW1KfDj_2KsZMNN2c6zS9RJ1f4VLZKtG85MXlKN6nCtnzMDfRfN7sXkHP1yGwwW8Rgwpv58J6RZN4MG8Hll1YcyW3931Hx5HwFxfW53lJMd4jYpMlN96_c4ZW_q6JdDZv9v04
https://d2gtlj04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/W4+113/d2GTLj04/MWfXC_gz9Q5W7cSJjL3nqBGyW5ZD33c55WqsHN2NZZ4l3qn9gW8wLKSR6lZ3mdW6K_cjZ3G861GW7kjx_F77pVjjW2pjdsJ5NHlRzW1KbG238nPgsDMZQX9mdGZZ6W4Tg-rl43lq20W8z4_Xr2D5XRQW5MW0dR4Q714XW20glM82QLWrCVfNDKS24R_YwW7bq9rB6CY3pKW4Z_ZvY72bd28W4yBRLb6m_bhBW361LmW4NYZh8W8T8G325cRycDW3cYw5D56gv7VW1p3N5G2WMsrCW1WTPRg7H2h_BW14BsQr8fyRpvW847tMp5RBxYyW9f0Q6-1Y9529VT-G6h2tByJZW3vVCK13tpWTTW4MKZ178PQfj5W7LmlM15zRMJCW8Kzd057SySBYW6jvg-C52t-LVW8kMc1C3QmgsGd_RNd404
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On Aug. 30, the Departments of the Treasury, Labor, and HHS solicited public 
comments on a proposed rule regarding implementation proposals for the Paul 
Wellstone and Pete Domenici Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act of 
2008. On Oct. 17, AMCP responded with comments which highlighted several 
underlying issues with the proposed rule. AMCP is concerned that the proposed rule 
places excessive administrative burden on plans to implement and comply with the 
necessary requirements by the effective date. AMCP and its members also fear that 
the proposed rule could significantly restrict plans’ ability to engage in medication 
utilization management, while new requirements to the pharmacy benefit may inhibit 
plans’ ability to demonstrate compliance. Finally, AMCP believes that the proposed 
rule’s pharmacy network adequacy requirements and material difference standard 
for outcomes measures create undue restrictions on AMCP members’ ability to 
provide affordable access to medication.   
 
Read AMCP’s Oct. 17 comment letter. 

  

Now Available: Key Takeaways from AMCP’s Aug. 2 IRA 
Workshop Kickoff 

On Aug. 2, AMCP kicked off its first virtual Workshop on the IRA. The closed, four-
hour event gathered representatives from across the managed care pharmacy 
sphere to begin multistakeholder discussion and collaborative action on consensus-
based recommendations for operational implementation of the IRA that can be 
disseminated for industry-wide use and, ultimately, elevation to CMS. Following the 
workshop, AMCP circulated a document to attendees highlighting the major points 
of discussion, unanswered questions, and other takeaways gathered from the 
inaugural workshop. The Aug. 2 IRA Workshop takeaways document is now 
available to all AMCP members on AMCP’s IRA Resource Center. After hearing 
updates on the implementation of several provisions from Senior Advisors with the 
Center for Medicare, attendees identified the need for continued collaboration and 
transparency among all entities involved in the IRA’s implementation. Workshop 
attendees also highlighted the expected challenges in operationalizing programs 

https://d2gtlj04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/W4+113/d2GTLj04/MWfXC_gz9Q5W7cSJjL3nqBGyW5ZD33c55WqsHN2NZZ3s5nXHsW6N1X8z6lZ3nBW1gn1Qf78P0qnVTGDC54jcbxHW7ntl1r5v8gRRW38zgKQ1WwcjSW1YKryp3zhqCNN2k9-phY92rxW99z2p71nk23sW75q-vV79l4PjVynRt06lxCX8W3pTfGX3QrJGdW1dfSjh6KtzRXW4kM4_w7fJTLpW8jfb5J1RgqCyW8-H4cw844568W69VqFZ9lGTc1W7M43yJ39kLNTW93l_ZQ9d9p7dW7b2t_n3S9vwHW7tF6ZJ4ntsrTW3tVDqH6BPjSQW4mlPv-6DFXK-N2gq3bd2c3qSW3PdvWw7Jjc06W8WFxzr4b2SsLVFQ_HL1drZxTW5kwzVS3QyRTnW6QXRyC6mhVv-W71rN4X2YMR5JW6QyM0087s_RtW6mJRjB6nNgjXW2PrFKt4X2HXRW3C54PX6ryBRrW9kHCtg4_wMNkW7cqgm88TzwVpW9cfSvF4qklqkN749D8Xs88WkW3lpmsX7pGSvWW3n4mVt1gxmxSf6J8CKR04


such as price negotiation for Part D drugs and the Medicare Prescription Payment 
Plan.    
 
View the takeaways from AMCP’s Aug. 2 IRA Workshop Kickoff.  

  

AMCP Comments on Discrimination on the Basis of 
Disability in HHS Programs or Activities 

On Sept. 14, HHS unveiled a proposed rule which would update and amend section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 in order to prohibit discrimination on the basis 
of disability in HHS programs and activities. Given AMCP’s strategic priority of 
addressing health disparities in medication use and access, AMCP offered 
comments in response to the proposed rule on Nov. 13. AMCP’s comments 
specifically support HHS’ proposed clarifications on discrimination against people 
with disabilities in the context of prescribing, dispensing, and managing 
medications. AMCP also shares HHS’ concerns about the potential for 
discriminatory application of value-assessment methodologies and believes that the 
focus of any methodologies used should be on clinical- and patient-reported 
outcomes, safety, and real-world data when determining value.    
 
Read the Nov. 13 comment letter. 

  

AMCP Celebrates America’s Managed Care Pharmacists 
During National Pharmacy Month   

With the month of October dedicated to National Pharmacy Awareness, AMCP CEO 
Susan Cantrell penned a blog on Oct. 25 to highlight the efforts of managed care 
pharmacists across the country, and to share the policies that AMCP and its 
members are advocating for to facilitate patient health and equity. Cantrell also 
touches on the vital role that all pharmacists play in local communities and how that 
role may be elevated with passage of the Equitable Community Access to 
Pharmacists Services (ECAPS) Act of 2023 (H.R. 1770/S. 2477). The bill, which 

https://d2gtlj04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/W4+113/d2GTLj04/MWfXC_gz9Q5W7cSJjL3nqBGyW5ZD33c55WqsHN2NZZ2T5nXHsW5BWr2F6lZ3mLW6slzSp3nw1q7W3pVks150ltdTW4hGGMK7-QBSWLtQ8MGGF-cW7jtHgw8lkNwHW34dVKD6L8kdfW5jYj9J22_ssGW7l9M0559hb1kW11MlGk1r3gqKW4XjDSb8g9P4fW8s7SN53g0kpbVsM-4K40RRzxW94g7B22WTGNrW4JZJsD9f4Zy2W3YMP_C4dkvNsW3l3Ny_9jsNCJN2bR4PxP6TBJW822b8F3B0V9XW3L9nS02s1sn9W284WsQ6LrjtNW6LztkM6wxJs7VhlSmF8SnPfYW60-hwq1K4BCsW8fp93j18tzPmW6nfMwW6XBc1xW88_-JK4mfWzjW1-TQ0d38028KW7gX7ZW668r1sW6BQklV5DkR47W5gSl7Y8QZBnkN3FyQJm4sNysW21LNMS5gY_5mW4LZlgj46pjjxW2jrl5W8QHw27d_T_BF04
https://d2gtlj04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/W4+113/d2GTLj04/MWfXC_gz9Q5W7cSJjL3nqBGyW5ZD33c55WqsHN2NZZ425nXHsW7Y9pgv6lZ3lgN9lXMwSzGwLsVxbm1c7pzGRXW24vgTF736frrVB8PLR75BkdqW6q6xrV4c-21wW3Sswmg3rqLXZW15Rx3-6Lr6nPW1B6Mth5ZqDGPW6DZwfM8s_hyYW3t80lq5Sb58QW4mQS282YbLhZW2gdF5j6w6zSzW4ZWJGK5v3XL3VsDYyt7mfnPvW3kMsDf6ZL-F0W8wdkqw97gK-gW5ZCjfn3f7ZydW7VQNJj8vM0zXW37NkDt89nbW0W1NTBSy33V_shW6KGgBb3XrcQjW41lH7q4sm9J3W7LJ4wh5_g8KpVv8M135YHnQhW3cVk7R3RCgrQW51r1j-2x9s68W6tWwkN6LzTp7W79xRwz75qhgdW3NkT5C7mQQVfVhd4fs63wZDZW4hd0d09jJ4cHW5FZFpp2xmBc1W60RJ0d9cdNjSW7P-rs24_Z2_DW3p1ff14X5TkZW4VWVTT7jy63_W5f5p2q818-yBV314CB5TW_NZW8jqTgl8-0R_wW7KF71q5z4_tqW6nrmsH4zrSfWW5PNvb47qLjb_dvdbc604


AMCP enthusiastically supports, makes permanent COVID-era authorities related to 
pharmacist patient care services, including testing, vaccination, and administration 
of prophylactic treatment, while also allowing these services to be covered and 
reimbursed under Medicare Part B. AMCP has also created an advocacy campaign 
in support of the ECAPS Act, which allows individuals to directly encourage their 
Members of Congress to cosponsor the bill.   
 
Read the full National Pharmacy Month blog. 

  

Register Now: Access, Affordability, and Outcomes: The 
Value of Managed Care Pharmacy Webinar 

Managed care pharmacy and prescription drug coverage is a growing part of the 
American health care sector. The AMCP report "Access, Affordability, and 
Outcomes: The Value of Managed Care Pharmacy" authored by Heather Bates and 
Susanna Leaf from Berkeley Research Group (BRG) was created to help build 
awareness of the existence, prevalence, and importance of managed care 
pharmacy. AMCP is pleased to invite the authors to share their findings and to 
discuss how professionals in this field facilitate appropriate access to prescription 
treatments while remaining mindful of rising costs. Attendees of this webinar will 
learn more about: 

• Pharmacy benefit design and implementation. 
• Medication utilization management, such as prior authorization and step 

therapy. 
• Quality and safety program management. 
• Promoting affordability and access. 

This webinar is free to AMCP members, and will occur on Thursday, Dec. 7 
from noon–1pm ET.    
 
Register today.   

 

      

 

https://d2gtlj04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/W4+113/d2GTLj04/MWfXC_gz9Q5W7cSJjL3nqBGyW5ZD33c55WqsHN2NZZ4l3qn9gW8wLKSR6lZ3kNW81f4ZF5_YRXVW8BHkL98950f-N79vH6LLj_yyW2yHYVr6TP6F8W98Qsjx9cjjLPVP5F0-3t7xQzN6bxft2wmRk0W1-2cfS56VQM7W1J9QK_8zD_MHN7qbW7sN14vBW4FZzk32d9MVWW2LnbWd9jG-CpW3pmLB-90D-VCW8nt7lw17_gKtW5ktyb74wtbF9W2XzClr4brCDhW3cZqvH9ls16vW2cSGgn1rJTJ2W10zZc96wZJ3vW6wBfL152QyDWW4GQ5SK6NNPvnW69y4qF3VP5vxN8rqcjNz-HK1VyzRwt2xmD6MW4wxvWM5TQRsjW4jBVzW6R-0lbW2-4tnr1G5PqJN9g53s7H-gCQf7F9cDK04
https://d2gtlj04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/W4+113/d2GTLj04/MWfXC_gz9Q5W7cSJjL3nqBGyW5ZD33c55WqsHN2NZZ385nXHsW69t95C6lZ3mzW8RHVgd3dyHhRW4Yqgp25BfqNbW1zTFYX5C8T2GW53VpxN6gVy4JW6ZSTgV4ZywRKW2G2wwc4165snW62MC7b1KJD3HVVp3qj2Jn4S0W8qTfm54YCFmjW1WPTTJ4W9TXrW61bRrB4JQ9-8W5T03rK32vrnPW5-xkPh2yLyS2Vsbd677c8WTcW3yJQ-G6GlpZLVJrXrx1MWPBzW7t-3pT43XWlPW7WKK6w2bNDhfMZgrLF9DvfDN5QVBsvr-ZHlW1mHyMv955XYjV-VTBl59g-X3VvcVpV3PWlhkVnT5nv69yF4YW3LVSnv3kW_HDW5HJ8xN7B45MTV4zpJD3XR1fmW81Mmm81CY3RyW5Z4cBW4T4mTHW3Zq1Yl5Ljjv8W97V0hy76JpD9W9hvnVm8zBZ9tW6WCv-r1BjgpSW9lX0q78Sl8gSW8g3h-s7BjPpxW7QBKD06vGj_Rf8Q2VTj04
https://d2gtlj04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/W4+113/d2GTLj04/MWfXC_gz9Q5W7cSJjL3nqBGyW5ZD33c55WqsHN2NZZ3s5nXHsW6N1X8z6lZ3kzW887MPQ8PLbnqW8Cd1l-4r7ltnW18-YSr1xSBNGVS637W1MCs0VW18yBw64Wx4wHW50yR8781N4QmW5p2PF81P5CB6W4vNdZy46rT5dW761HPF82HxcXW6sPL6K1s9QpzW28Z3sp2HjbYKW7jzJZL2M6mDxW186Vwh19yTrSW5QRdyl4PT9W9W6kffZ16BP6wXM6ZM1XqF8y-W5TDpgD17K4rXW73q7n02V49xkW6GvFQ83ltrwjW4hwwFw2sVVHKW3QBWQy44fNZRN5wJJqzfyJ1dVhXkqK8wZDm7VGnYmd93YDdvW2cglw64rG447W87JDCB36n6G1N5J_tXd_3YfFW6c9Q0h4B7xtMW1Yph-K3Y_q61W16fxhJ2RbBZtN15RT_Nqst1gW4-NTqY810BpbW2761__4nWnbbVfNGNz3Zph_5W9fGvsh2qbFj9W5kqHy434hZpPW3Wtl4D1xpzKVW4fpbjx7gcg_5f8Dnnn804

